
 
 

New Orleans Public Library 
Board Meeting 

Main Library Board Room 
Tuesday, July 10th   

4:35 PM 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
 

 AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order—Board Chair William A. Settoon (4:35 p.m.) 
II. Roll Call— Executive Assistant Andie Paloutzian (4:36 p.m.) 

William A. Settoon— Present 
Phala Kimbrough Mire— Present 
Vonda Flentroy-Rice— Present 
Bernard Charbonnet— Present 
James K. Chassee— Present 
Raquel Dufauchard Baptiste— Not Present 
Laurance Eustis III— Not Present 
Andrea Neighbours— Present 
A quorum was present. 
Staff Present—Charles Brown, John Marc Sharpe, Jessica Styons, Michel Thompson, and 
Andie Paloutzian, Adrienne Strock, April Martin and Christina Bryant 
 

III. Consent Agenda (4:37 p.m.) 

Review of May 8th draft Minutes 

Staff Reports 

Financial Report 

 

IV. Action Items (4:38 p.m.) 

 Public comments:  
a. Jessica Styons offered NOPL has been working with Second Harvest since 
2015 to give out meals and snacks, and the program began with two libraries 
and is now up to eight. To date, through the partnership, NOPL has distributed 
55,000 meals and snacks. (Full Staff Report included in Board Packet) 
b. Michel Thompson discussed the suggestions from the Finance Committee, 
highlighting current totals for Collection and Facilities. (Complete Financial 
Report included in Board Packet) 
c. After three weeks the Best Buy Teen Tech Center has had 92 members sign up 
and 192 sign-ins. We did have to match $50,000 for construction with the grant. 



 A motion was made by Bernard Charbonnet to “Move for the adoption of the 
consent agenda.” It was seconded by James Chassee.  

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 

V. Information Items 

 Capital Projects update, Michel Thompson (4:53 p.m.) 

a. The new location for Central City should be finished at the end of this year.  

b. Furniture is being built at Nora Navra, and the books will be shelved soon. 

We’re planning for a soft opening on July 31st with a Grand Opening to be 

planned later. 

c. The proposed capital budget request is included in the packet. It outlines 

financing for the renovation of CRC, an ADA-accessibility lift at Nix and a 

feasibility study of Main for the City Archive. 

 Proposed Budget, Michel Thompson (4:58 p.m.) 

a. The FY 2017 Actual (unaudited) millage was $19,410,039. The FY 2018 

Adopted millage was $20,140,000, and the proposed FY 2019 millage is 

$21,147,000 – a proposed 5% increase. Including in the planning for that budget 

are remediation of water leaks at Main, new copiers, new servers and wireless 

systems, the wage increase and an increase in supplies and staffing to account 

for Nora Navra. (Proposed capital budget request included in Board Packet) 

 

VI. Action Items (5:20 p.m.) 

 Public comments were welcomed.  

 A motion was made by James Chassee to “Move to approve the (Proposed) 
Budget.” It was seconded by Phala Kimbrough Mire.  

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 

VII. Discussion Items 

 The New Orleans Public Library Foundation (5:21 p.m.) 

No representative from the Foundation was in attendance and no report was 

supplied. 

 The Friends of the New Orleans Public Library, Courtney Kearney (5:22 p.m.) 

They are hiring a part-time development professional. They have adopted four 

new policies: a whistle-blower, board conflict of interest, board compensations, 

and document retention policies. They have developed their investment plan 

policy to invest $725,000. They have selected a firm to manage. Many Friends 

members participated in ALA. They volunteered and sponsored events for the 

conference. Their board meets every 2nd Monday at Latter and there is an open 

invitation for NOPL board to attend. 

 Subcommittee on the Foundation, Phala Kimbrough Mire (5:27 p.m.) 

They had their first meeting. Phala Kimbrough Mire was authorized to have a 

conversation with Robert Brown, Foundation Chair. He is open to dialogue and 

looking to the committee to guide them. The committee will plan to meet again. 

 Millage Information Session, Charles Brown (5:31 p.m.) 



We have now met with the Mayor and most of the City Council and the millage 

is a known issue. On June 21st, we did have a Millage Information Session with 

numerous outside groups interested in assisting with the millage renewal. We 

had one NOPL board member, most of the Friends Board, and many staff and 

NOPL Admin in attendance. The public confusion was highlighted in a recent 

WDSU news report citing the Library, not the Foundation having had funds 

allegedly misused. We do need to begin thinking about the strategy.  

 

VIII. Action Items (5:57 p.m.) 

 Public comments were welcomed. 

 A motion was made by Bernard Charbonnet to “The public’s business today is to 
elect a nominated Board of Officers – to be elected. The Governance Committee 
has met: myself and Mr. Eustis, and with Jessica (Styons) as our witness, oficially. 
Nominations from this committee are 1) Phala Kimbrough Mire as Chair. As Vice-
Chair Vonda (Flentroy) Rice, and lastly as Secretary Laurence Eustis. That is the 
wish of the committee, and now it is time to exercise the will of the Board. The 
report is to ask that we consider these three as our new leading officers and the 
people to push us through the next year of our library governance. That is the 
motion of the committee. Is there are second, or objection, or a supplement of 
names? With that, I would move that we have a unanimous vote and a new 
slate of candidates for the leadership of the Board. ” It was seconded by James 
Chassee.  

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  

 Phala Kimbrough Mire will succeed William Settoon as Chair. Vonda Flentroy 
Rice will serve as Vice-Chair, succeeding Phala Kimbrough Mire. Larry Eustis III 
will serve as Secretary, succeeding Vonda Flentroy-Rice. 
 

IX. General Public Comments 
 

X. Attachments—the Board Chair Phala Kimbrough Mire requested the Board members to 
review the attachments to the agenda packet. 

 
XI. Adjournment – the Board Chair Phala Kimbrough Mire requested a motion to adjourn 

the meeting. A motion was made by William Settoon “to adjourn the July 10th meeting.” 
It was seconded by Andrea Neighbours. The motion was carried by a unanimous voice 
vote. The May 8th meeting adjourned at approximately 5:58 p.m. 

 


