
 

 
New Orleans Public Library 

Board Meeting 
Main Library Board Room 

Tuesday, May 8th  
4:34PM 

 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

 AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order—Board Chair William Settoon (4:34 p.m.) 
II. Roll Call— Executive Assistant Andie Paloutzian (4:35 p.m.) 

William A. Settoon— Present 

Bernard Charbonnet— Present 

Arnel W. Cosey, Ph.D.— Absent, resigned 05/2/2018 

Vonda Flentroy-Rice— Present 

Raquel Dufauchard Baptiste— Present 

Laurance Eustis III— Present 

Phala Kimbrough Mire— Absent 

Andrea Neighbours— Present 

James K. Chassee— Present 

A quorum was present. 

Staff Present—Charles Brown, John Marc Sharpe, Jessica Styons, Michel Thompson, and 

Andie Paloutzian, Kate Martin, Adrienne Strock, Laura Bevins 

 

III. Consent Agenda (4:38 p.m.) 

Draft March Minutes 

Staff / Department Reports 

Financial Report 

 

IV. Action Items (4:43 p.m.) 

 Adopting the consent agenda - A motion was made by Laurance Eustis III. It was 
seconded by Bernard Charbonnet.  

 Public Comments welcomed. 

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
 

 



V. Information Items 

Report: The New Orleans Public Library Foundation, Robert Brown (4:46 p.m.) 

 Robert Brown began by saying he received information from William Settoon 

about what he had in mind, stating he had requested the articles of 

incorporation for this new organization, a proposal detailing how the new 

organization would be run - referencing an email thread between he and 

William Settoon.  

 William Settoon clarified he was not suggesting the Foundation be consolidated 

with the Library or Library Board, but to realign it and keep it as a Foundation. 

 Andrea Neighbours indicated the conversation was ongoing within the Board 

and no full Board proposals have been outlined, and that deeper conversations 

were contingent on communication with the Foundation. 

 Bernard Charbonnet asked if the Foundation was prepared to transition or turn 

over assets and cease in operation.  

 Robert Brown clarified the Foundation is willing to consider a reorganization and 

review proposals – referencing a proposal regarding the Library Committee.  

 William Settoon again clarified to say that the Library Committee suggestion is 

no longer viable. Instead, he suggested the Foundation realign as it was 

structured before 2014, with some Library Board, Friends Board and existing 

Foundation Board sitting on a new Foundation Board. 

 

Report: The Friends of the New Orleans Public Library, Dixon Stetler (5:18 p.m.) 

 The Library does have another 501c3 funding arm in the Friends of the New 

Orleans Public Library. 

 The Friends are working with a new CPA, who was recommended by Greater 

New Orleans Inc., as they have moved to a new tax bracket. 

 They had a full Board retreat last month with a presenter who was also 

recommended by Greater New Orleans Inc. 

 Bestow-a-Book has launched, and was promoted in the May issue of the New 

Orleans Public Library – patrons can specify the genre, age range and branch 

 They will have a fundraiser at Urban South on May 10th – the Friends will receive 

$1 on every pint for the MLS Scholarship, they plan increase their scholarships 

to LSU $1,000 each year for the next 5 years. 

 They had their best Give NoLa Day ever. 

 Hiring two new positions: a Development Director and another part-time 

employee 

 They are the fiscal agent for the Best Buy grant and a new National Institute of 

Health grant for the Library. 

 The Friends spent twice what the Foundation spent in 2014 on the last millage 

campaign.  

 The Friends would like to be part of the conversation with the subcommittee, 

and they will be part of the conversation on the millage advocacy call with Every 

Library and Unite for Libraries. 

 



Report: Capital Projects update, Michel Thompson (5:26 p.m.) 

 The second floor of Main has a new Best Buy Teen Tech Center, the furniture is 

in, and we are still receiving equipment including a 3D printer. 

 The first floor renovation of Main is underway – new flooring and shelving are 

visible with furniture forthcoming. 

 The 3rd floor large meeting room received a face lift over the 4th, 5th and 6th with 

new paint and flooring. 

 We are moving through the 18-page punch list with Capital Projects for the 

completion of Nora Navra. 

 Central City is moving to the Allie Mae Williams Center on Simon Bolivar during 

the last quarter of 2018 or first quarter of 2019. 

 The Mid-City location is busier every month. 

 

VI. Discussion Items 

 Chair’s proposal to Foundation, William Settoon, Charles Brown (5:30 p.m.) 
(Noted in Action Items below) 

 

VII. Action Items (5:28 p.m.) 

 Proposed Policy Revisions for Fines and Fees, Cardholder Registration and 
Emergency Preparedness - A motion was made by Andrea Neighbours. It was 
seconded by Raquel Dufauchard Baptiste.  

 Public Comments welcomed. 

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 

VIII. Action Items (5:34 p.m.) 

 The Board Chair William Settoon moved to form a subcommittee to explore the 

Foundation concerns and make recommendations to the full Board, to be 

chaired by Phala Kimbrough Mire.  

 Volunteering to serve were Andrea Neighbours, James Chassee, Bernard 

Charbonnet, Raquel Dufauchard Baptiste, and Vonda Flentroy-Rice. 

 Dixon Stetler will be an invited guest to offer opinions, as will key staff. 

 Public comments were offered from Charlene Walvoord. 

 

Discussion Items (continued) 

 Advocacy document, John Marc Sharpe (5:45 p.m.) 

 This document was provided from the 2014 millage materials for review. 

 

IX. Action Items (5:49 p.m.) 

 Move to Executive Session - A motion was made by Laurance Eustis III to move 
to an Executive Session. It was seconded by James Chassee.  

 The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
 

 



X. Attachments—the Board Chair William Settoon requested the Board members to 
review the attachments to the agenda packet, which included:  

 March draft minutes 

 March and April 2018 financials 

 Advocacy document 

 Revised Library policies for Fines and Fees, Cardholder Registration and 
Emergency Preparedness 

 Staff / Department reports 
 

XI. Adjournment – the Board Chair William Settoon requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. A 
motion was made by Board Member James Chassee. It was seconded by Board Member Raquel 
Dufauchard Baptiste. The motion was carried by a unanimous voice vote. The May 8th meeting 
adjourned at approximately 6:07 p.m. 

 

 


