
       

New Orleans Public Library 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

Main Library Board Room 
Tuesday, February 16, 2016 

4:30 PM 
 

Minutes 
      

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order—Board Chair 

 
II. Roll Call—Board Clerk 

1. Bernard Charbonnet— Present 
2. William A. Settoon – Present  
3. Vonda Flentroy-Rice—Not Present   
4. Arnel Cosey—Present (Arrived after Roll-Call)   
5. Raquel Dufauchard Baptiste—Present     
6. Laurance Eustis III – Present  
7. Phala Kimbrough Mire – Present    
8. Lee Reid— Not Present 
9. Duane Stelly—Not Present 
10. Charles Brown, Jessica Styons, Michel Thompson, and Lawrence Williams—

Staff Present 
 

III. Action Item: Approval of Board Meeting Minutes for January 19, 2016. The 

Board Chairman requested motion to approve the minutes for the January 19, 

2016 Regular Board Meeting minutes. Motion by P. Mire. Seconded by W. 

Settoon.  Motion carried by a unanimous voice vote.   

IV. Reports 
1. NOPL Library Foundation Report—Mr. Brown described the NOPL 

Foundation’s efforts to determine the breadth and scope of its fiscal 
problems and public image. Highlights of Mr. Brown’s presentation:  

 The NOPL Foundation received a report from Sexton-Hebert on 
September 16, 2015 that analyzed the Foundation’s collection of 
contracts, MOUs, board decisions/resolutions and meeting minutes.  

 Additionally, the Foundation hired Bruno & Tervalon CPA firm to 
conduct a full financial audit for the 2012-2014 fiscal years. The 
Foundation received the CPA firm’s final report on December 9, 
2015.    

 The Foundation began its recovery efforts after December 9, 2015 
because it wanted to receive a full ethical and financial report 
before pursing reasonable recovery from the NOJO. The Foundation 
feels that their interaction with NOJO’s leadership has been 
reasonable.   



 

 

 On January 29th, the Library Foundation Board conducted a strategic 
planning retreat. Mr. Brown stated that he received the retreat’s 
facilitator’s report this week and the Foundation’s board plans to 
move on the recommendations from the strategic planning report.    

 Mr. Brown indicated that the Library Foundation’s central corpus 
has been drastically reduced and they have not been active in 
replacing the funds. The Foundation’s financial services company 
strongly advised the Foundation to begin rebuilding its financial 
corpus to bring it back to fiscal health.  

 The Foundation passed a modified budget that will be reassessed 
quarterly.   

 Once the Library Foundation and the NOJO agrees upon a final 
settlement, the Foundation Board will likely use the proceeds to 
deposit funds into the diminished corpus but also flow additional 
funds to the Public Library’s programs.  

2. After Mr. Brown’s presentation, the NOPL Board asked the following 
questions of the NOPL Foundation President. 

 Laurance Eustis: Can you elaborate further on the MOU that you 
mentioned earlier in your presentation? Mr. Brown described the 
nature of an unexecuted MOU between the NOPL Foundation and 
the Youth Rescue Initiative.   

 Laurance Eustis: Did the Foundation board approve our request to 
receive a copy of the Sexton-Hebert ethics report with us? Mr. 
Brown stated that he had not had an opportunity to discuss the 
request with the Foundation board and he apologized for the 
oversight. However, he promised to speak with his Board about 
releasing a summary of the ethics report to Public Library Board.   

 Laurance Eustis: At the Dec 2015 Library board meeting we 
suggested the Foundation review the City Charter provision, Article 
V, Chapter 5, Section 502 (5) which states the NOLP 
“shall…determine the purposes for which any moneys or property 
derived from any trust or donation made for library purposes shall 
be expended or used, subject only to the terms of such trust or 
donation.”  Has NOLPF done that? Mr. Brown indicated that one of 
the intents of the Foundation’s board January retreat was to create 
functional committees. He feels that this issue would be better 
vetted through a Board committee after they are established and 
functioning.  

 Laurance Eustis: On January 10, 2014 NOPLF Articles of 
Incorporation of were amended and restated to say in Article III.4 
(page 4) “Members of the New Orleans Public Library Board or 
employees of the City of New Orleans are prohibited from serving as 
members or directors of the Foundation that would otherwise be in 
violation of ethics laws.”   Does the Foundation know the source, or 
basis, for the statement “would otherwise be in violation of ethics 
laws”? Mr. Brown stated he was not aware of the legal basis of the 
position but he stated that the Foundation’s board attorney 
developed the legal opinion that justified inserting the clause into 
the NOPL Foundation’s amended Articles of Incorporation. Also, the 
Mr. Brown stated that he secure a copy of the board meeting 
minutes that addressed this issue and supply the Library Board with 



 

 

excerpts from those board meeting minutes. Mr. Brown also stated 
that he would supply a written answer to the question.     

 Laurance Eustis: The Foundation’s amended and restated Articles of 
Incorporation were approved Jan. 10, 2014.  Grants to NOJO were 
made prior to that date.  We would like to see the copies of board 
meeting minutes of the Foundation approving grants made prior to 
Jan. 10, 2014. Mr. Brown agreed to supply the public library board 
copies of the NOPL Foundation board meeting excerpts that related 
to Mr. Eustis question conditioned upon the approval of the full 
NOPL Foundation board.   

 Laurance Eustis: Can you provide us with a list of Foundation board 
members, including their dates of service, from January 2010 
through December 2014? Mr. Brown replied “yes”, and he stated 
that he will supply this information along with the other materials 
as requested.  

 William Settoon: Was the Ehrhardt Group privy to any of the 
information contained in the Sexton-Hebert report? Mr. Brown 
stated that the Ehrhardt group was not privy to the information and 
he has severed all contractual ties to the public relations firm.  

 William Settoon: Did the Foundation make any public statements 
responding to the NOJO’s press release stating that the NOJO will 
not return any funds to the NOPL Foundation? Mr. Brown stated 
that the Foundation did not issue any public statements responding 
to the press release.  

3. Friends of NOPL Report—the Library Board Chairman introduced the new 
president of the Friends of NOPL. Courtney Kearney was installed as the 
president of the Friends organization in January 2016 and her term is for 
two years.    

4. Management Reports 

 Fiscal Status—Michel Thompson provided the Board an overview of 
the NOPL’s current fiscal health and budget status. 
 

V. Old Business 

1. Nora Navra Update—the Library Director described the opposition to the 

Nora Navra design from a small group of 7th Ward residents. The residents 

are insisting that the new library include off-street parking. The Library 

Board voted to approve a design that has 53 spaces in on-street parking.  

VI. New Business  

1. NORDC Library Card Partnership—Jessica Styons described the details of 

the card partnership between NORDC and NOPL. The partnership allows 

patrons to use their library card for both Library and NORDC resources.  

2. 2015 Annual Report—John Marc Sharpe introduced the Library’s new 

Annual Report for 2015.  

  

VII. Public Comments—no public comments   

 

VIII. Attachments—the Board Chairman requested the board to review the 

attachments to the agenda packet.  

 



 

 

IX. Adjournment— the Board Chairman Officer requested a motion to adjourn the 

meeting. Motion by L. Reid. Seconded by L. Eustis. Motion carried by unanimous 

voice vote. The February 16, 2016 meeting adjourned at approximately 5:50P.  

 


