
       

New Orleans Public Library 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

Main Library Board Room 
Tuesday, January 21, 2014 

4:30 PM 
 

Minutes 
      

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order—Board Chair 

 
II. Roll Call—Library Director  

a. Bernard Charbonnet—Present 
b. Christine Guillory—Present 
c. Susan Larson—Present 
d. Arnel Cosey—Not Present 
e. Raquel Dufauchard—Not Present  
f. Lee Reid—Present 
g. Vonda Flentroy-Rice—Present 
h. Duane Stelly—Present 
i. Charles Brown, Linda Copeland, Charles McMorran, John Marc Sharpe, 

Jessica Styons, Michel Thompson, and Kim Tran—Staff Present  
 

III. Conversation with Library Merchandising Expert Que Bronson – the New 
Orleans Public Library Administration invited Library Merchandising expert to 
advise the Library on unique ways to highlight its collection in a more modern, 
retail manner.  

 
IV. Reports 

a. NOPL Foundation Report—Ronald S. Markham was not in attendance to 

provide a report to the Library.   

b. Friends of the New Orleans Public Library—Scott Cunningham was present 

to provide an update on the Friends gave fiscal status, its 2013 financial 

donations to the Public Library and its search for a new executive director 

pending its current one’s resignation.      

c. Management Reports 

1. Fiscal Report—Michel Thompson provided the Board an overview 

of the NOPL’s current fiscal health and budget status.  

 

V. Old Business 

a. FY 2013 Budget Results/2014 Budget Approach— Michel Thompson 

provided the Board an overview of the NOPL’s current projected budget 

status.  



 

 

b. 2014 ALA Annual Conference—the Library Director requested guidance 

from the Board regarding permitting 10-12 Library employees to travel to 

the ALA national conference in Las Vegas. The Board Chairman requested 

the board’s opinion about the perception of sending a dozen employees to 

Las Vegas for the conference. Lee Reid stated that the Library Director is 

prudent to inquire about this issue and advised that the Administration 

carefully select participants who attend the conference. These participants 

should attend the conference with predetermined initiatives that are 

beneficial to the organization and the administration must ensure those 

objectives are clearly defined and achieved upon return. Also, he advises 

that the Library Director secure as much private funds to cover participants’ 

costs as possible.  

c. Next Meeting with Andy Kopplin—the Library Director requested the board 

to determine date and format (i.e., executive committee or full board 

meeting) of its next meeting with the City’s CAO. The Board Chairman 

stated that he recommends the board should wait to after the Feb 1st 

election to reach out to the mayor’s office. The Library Administration 

agrees to contact the Board Chairman’s office on the Monday after the 2014 

municipal elections.  

d. Organization and Next Steps in a Millage-Related Information Campaign—

the Library Director recommended that the board consider forming an 

outside group to lead the advocacy campaign component of the millage 

effort. Lee Reid recommended that the Library convene a separate meeting 

and extend an invitation to the Every Library Executive Director to discuss 

forming the advocacy group. Once the meeting occurs, the participants may 

report back to the full board with recommendations to proceed.   

e. January 22nd “Turn the Page” Kickoff—Christine Guillory reminded the 

board about the Literacy Campaign’s kickoff event on Wednesday, January 

22nd.  

 

VI. New Business 

a. Meeting with HNO Hotel & Hospitality Association—the Library Director 

apprised the board of the Library’s efforts to secure funding from the 

association to provide scholarships to their employees through the Library.  

 

VII. Attachments—the Board Chairman requested the board to review the 

attachments to the agenda packet.  

 

VIII. Executive Session—the Board Chairman requested unanimous consent to move 

the meeting into executive session. Motion carried by unanimous consent.   

 

IX. Adjournment— the Board Chairman requested unanimous consent to move the 

meeting into executive session. Motion carried by a unanimous consent.  


