
       

New Orleans Public Library 
Board of Directors Regular Meeting 

Main Library Board Room 
Tuesday, January 15, 2013 

4:30 PM 
 

Minutes 
      

AGENDA 
 
I. Call to Order—Board Chair 

 
II. Roll Call—Board Clerk   

a. Bernard Charbonnet—Present 
b. Christine Guillory—Present 
c. Susan Larson—Present 
d. Arnel Cosey—Not Present 
e. Helen Kohlman—Present 
f. Lee Reid—Not Present 
g. Vonda Flentroy-Rice—Present 
h. Duane Stelly—Not Present 
i. Charles Brown, Charles McMorran, Linda Copeland, Michel Thompson, John 

Marc Sharpe, Jessica Styons, Kim Tran and Lawrence Williams—Staff 
Present  
 

III. Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes for January 15, 2013. Bernard 
Charbonnet requested a motion to approve the November 20, 2012 Regular 
Board Meeting minutes.  Motion by S. Larson and seconded by H. Kohlman. No 
objection to adoption of 01/15/13 board meeting minutes. Motion carried by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 

IV. Reports 

a. NOPL Foundation Report—Irvin Mayfield was not in attendance to provide 

a NOPL Foundation report. However, Charles Brown updated the board 

regarding the Foundation’s leadership change. Irvin Mayfield will step down 

as president and he will be replaced by fellow Foundation board member 

Ronald Markham.  

b. Friends of the New Orleans Public Library—Scott Cunningham was not in 

attendance to provide a Friends of NOPL report.  

c. Management Reports 

1. Director’s Report—Charles Brown submitted a written report to the 
board for its review.  

2. Fiscal Report—Michel Thompson provided the Board an overview 
of the NOPL’s current fiscal health and budget status.  



 

 

3. Human Resources Report—Linda Copeland provided the board with 
an overview of the Library’s personnel activities for 2012.   

4. 2012 Incident Reports—Jessica Styons gave the Board a review of 
the NOPL’s incident reports for last year. She described the issues 
that caused staff to contact authorities (e.g., police, medical 
personnel, etc.) Christine Guillory suggested that all future incident 
reports be placed in the board packet for review without a verbal 
presentation unless there is a significant incident that warrants the 
board’s attention. The Chairman accepted Ms. Guillory’s suggestion 
and directed Ms. Styons to prepare the future reports for review.  

5. January Board Meeting Program: Polaris System Update—Kim Tran 
and Jerry Pinkston delivered a presentation that describes the 
functionality and benefits of the NOPL’s new ILS system.  (Agenda 
Item delayed until after the discussion of Old Business) 
 

V. Appointment of Finance Committee Chairperson—the Board Chair appointed 
Vonda F. Rice to serve as the Finance Committee’s chairperson. Mrs. Rice 
accepted the appointment and agreed to assume the leadership post 
immediately.  

VI. Motion to Amend Agenda: Christine Guillory offered a motion to amend the 
present agenda to cover voting items. The motion requires the board to hear 
Old Business items before the January Board Meeting Program. The board 
chairman requested a second. Helen Kohlman provided a second the C 
Guillory’s motion to amend the agenda. No objection to motion. Motion carried 
by unanimous voice vote. 
 

VII. Old Business 
a. BIA Education Corridor Cooperative Endeavor Agreement—Charles 

McMorran introduced a negotiated Cooperative Endeavor Agreement with 

the Broadmoor Improvement Association to govern its proposed Education 

Corridor. The board chairman requested a motion to empower him to 

accept and sign the BIA Education Corridor CEA. Christine Guillory offered 

the motion to empower the board chairman to sign the agreement. No 

objection to motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

b. Electronic Device Policy—Chuck McMorran introduced the NOPL new 

Electronic Device Policy. Christine Guillory suggested that the criminal 

penalties associated with the agreement be highlighted. The board chair 

agreed to the vice-chairperson’s request and directed the assistant city 

librarian to comply. The board chair requested a motion to adopt the 

electronic device policy with approved changes. H. Kohlman offered motion 

to adopt policy and C Guillory seconded the motion. No objection to 

motion. Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

VIII. Adjournment. The Board Chairman had a previous engagement and exited the 

meeting after the adoption of the Electronic Device Policy. After Mr. 

Charbonnet’s departure the board meeting lost its quorum and shifted to an 

informational meeting.  



 

 

IX. NOPL Coverage in the Media: Vocus Overview—John Marc Sharpe introduced 

the new software system the Library will use to collect media stories related the 

New Orleans Public Library.   


